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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Mara Nathan, Temple Beth-El, 
San Antonio, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Holy One of blessing, You are the 
source of all. Regardless of our faith 
traditions, we recognize a force in the 
universe calling each of us to fulfill our 
potential. 

We challenge ourselves to com-
pensate for our shortcomings and em-
phasize our talents and energies for the 
greater good. We dedicate ourselves, 
each in our own way, to a life of service 
and meaning. Committed to the ideals 
of our great Nation, we are ever work-
ing towards the promise of what is still 
yet to be. 

Therefore, we pray that You bestow 
the blessings of foresight, compassion, 
and patience upon the women and men 
of our Congress. May they be united in 
working for the good of our Nation, 
and may they recognize the spark of 
holiness in every human being. 

Bless our leaders with strong minds 
and open hearts, ever ready to serve 
with integrity, purpose, and honor. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI MARA NATHAN 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-
TRO) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize our congressional 
prayer leader today, Rabbi Mara Na-
than, and thank her for being here. 

Rabbi Nathan began her tenure at 
Temple Beth-El in San Antonio in July 
2014, where she was the first woman to 
serve as senior rabbi of a major con-
gregation in the State of Texas. 

At Temple Beth-El, Rabbi Nathan 
spent her time contributing to her con-
gregation through community build-
ing, worship innovation, and teaching 
Torah to learners of all ages. 

Prior to being ordained in 2000 by the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion in New York, she received a 
bachelor of arts degree in history as 
well as certificates in Jewish studies 
and women’s studies from North-
western University in 1993. 

During her studies, she was a recipi-
ent of the Steinhardt Fellowship, a 
scholarship awarded to rabbinical stu-
dents to further informal education 
with teens and college-age students, 
and received academic awards for He-
brew, history, and Talmudic studies. 

Before coming to San Antonio, Rabbi 
Nathan served almost 20 years at 
Larchmont Temple in New York, from 
1994 to 2014, playing an instrumental 
role in all aspects of congregational 
life, including spiritual worship, ritual, 
and teaching. 

We are happy to have Rabbi Nathan; 
her husband, Larry; and their children, 
Isaac, Solomon, and Miriam, in the San 
Antonio community. 

Thank you, Rabbi, for your words of 
inspiration. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BLACK). The Chair will entertain up to 
five further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF RUSSELL 
ACHORD 

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and ulti-
mate sacrifice of West Feliciana Dep-
uty Fire Chief Russell Achord, who 
died Wednesday while responding to a 
car accident. 

Chief Achord served for 24 years and 
earned Officer of the Year and Valor in 
the Line of Duty recognitions during 
that time. He has also helped the com-
munity by implementing programs to 
teach high school students emergency 
care and improving the fire district’s 
standard of care. 

It is because of the sacrifices of first 
responders like Chief Achord that we 
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